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The self as onwardness: reading Emerson’s self-reliance and experience
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Recent scholarship has started to open up for social and political readings of the work of Ralph Wal-
do Emerson, who John Dewey once called «the Philosopher of Democracy». The present paper attempts 
to promote the force and potential of this new Emersonianism for philosophy of education showing that 
Emerson’s notions of self-reliance and aversion to conformity are not inherently anti-social, a-moral or 
a-political. The paper first argues that Emerson proposes an understanding of self and society which under-
mines any bipolar opposition of the two concepts already in «Self-Reliance». Secondly, a closer reading of 
the later essay «Experience» examines his critique of a particular Western conception of thinking in terms of 
its political consequences. If there is to be hope for the individual self, then, for Emerson, there always has 
to be hope for a democratic society as well. He tries to remind us that the criterion for a democratic society 
consists in taking seriously the subjectivity of vision of every single one of its members.

Key words: Ralph Waldo Emerson; Stanley Cavell; moral perfectionism; United States; education; 
philosophy of education; American pragmatism.
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Stanley Cavell is a Harvard philosopher who, in writings spanning half a century has consistently 
returned to themes of education. Yet his writings are never programmatic, and he has never presumed to 
give advice to policy-makers or practitioners. He is interested in education as a critical dimension of hu-
man life. He shows how the autonomy of the individual is not to be separated from her role as a citizen. 
Understanding this requires attention to the criteria that sustain human practices and the development of 
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judgement in relation to them. In philosophy and in ordinary life, this raises the question of scepticism, and 
Cavell’s distinctive response to this, which links its manifestation in philosophy with literature and tragedy, 
and with aspects of ordinary human existence, is especially original. Cavell never writes in a technical way 
or in jargon, but his language makes significant demands on the reader, encouraging them to read with a 
new attentiveness: this itself is of pedagogical importance. The present discussion takes up these themes and 
relates them to crucial questions regarding the education of teachers.
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Thoreau. 
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The author of this essay draws out some of the most important implications of Peirce’s thought for 
the philosophy of education. In particular, he focuses on the deliberate cultivation of phenomenological 
attention, methodological (or heuristic) imagination, experiential realism, contrite fallibilism, and wide 
erudition as implications of Peirce’s texts. Especially in conjunction with phenomenological attention, he 
develops a notion of world, but a distinctively pragmatic conception of this highly ambiguous word. Then, 
in connection with this understanding of world, the author makes a case for the pragmatist reconstruction 
(or reconceptualization) of human experience. While the received view takes experience to be inherently 
and invincibly subjective, the reconstructed (or pragmatist) one takes experience to be a direct, yet mediated 
encounter with reality. Peirce’s thought drives in the direction of recognizing, in reference to education, the 
need for a recovery of the world and the reconstruction of experience. But it also prompts us to see just how 
important are a resolute fallibilism, heuristic imagination, and wide learning. 
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modernity; realism (experiential and otherwise).
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The pedagogical thought of William James: tactful teacher and 
moral education 
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The article seeks to present the philosophy of education that is at the very heart of William James’s 
legacy. It is argued that along with the rise of interest in the field of education towards classic American prag-
matism, the study of William James has suffered from a lack of attention. After giving an accurate overview 
of the themes under debate in those few works which have addressed James’s thought from a pedagogical 
perspective, the article progresses on discussing some other educational themes which have gone unnoticed. 
More precisely, first, the inspiration offered by the image of the «tactful teacher» and, second, the philosophy 
of moral education that is part of James’s works on psychology. Both themes account for the pedagogical 
potential that continues to be hidden in the work of this philosopher. 
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John Dewey’s experience theory: historical significance and 
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This paper focuses on the historical and contemporary validity that John Dewey’s experience theory 
has had at the United States pedagogy. We analyze the context in which Dewey has developed his theore-
tical approach. We also point out against whom opposed his educational proposal based on the concept of 
learning by doing. In order to do that, we fit his philosophy inside of pragmatism and, in particular, within 
the instrumentalism. Moreover, we highlight the historical significance to the pedagogy of the concepts de-
veloped by Dewey: activity and experience as well as the implications that they have had for institutionalized 
education. Finally, we argue some of the issues that are discussed by the contemporary pedagogical debate 
arising from the premises of the experience theory.
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In the last decades, research and international reports have placed teachers at the very center of 
analysis and diagnosis. Empirical evidence and studies have stressed once and again the important effect 
of teacher performance on student learning. Thus, today the question of how to train our teachers to 
guarantee a positive impact in the classroom is a pressing one. The United States of America, with its 
vastness and amplitude, constitutes a privileged place to study initiatives aiming to recognize the prestige of 
teachers. Furthermore, many of the initiatives in this country provide insight and inspiration for re-thinking 
programs of teacher training in other educational settings. This article centers on some of these initiatives, 
among which are institutional accreditation standards, initial training, alternative certification and, finally, 
innovative practices in teacher development.
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The importance attributed to the role of education in economic growth, has generated great concern 
for improving the quality of education in the United States. This interest is clear from both the investments 
that different governments (Federal, State and Local) intended to defray the costs of the educational activity, 
and the educational reforms conducted by the Federal Government in recent years. Financing education in 
the United States is a key determinant for the resources, both in quality and quantity, dedicated to educa-
tion and, consequently, the educational results achieved. In this sense, a positive and imperfect relationship 
between investment in education and students’ academic performance has been shown.
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Our land has been in recent decades as a country of emigrants to become the host country of im-
migrants from various places, ethnicities, customs, languages and religions. For his part, and focusing on 
the educational context, it is clear the existence of multicultural classrooms and multicultural phenomenon 
understood as the plurality of students from diverse educational environments in common. However, some 
years ago in education, many authors use the terms of intercultural school and intercultural education as 
a way of taking the educational model based on enriching interdependence of different cultural values in 
educational practice, while multiculturalism would be an expression describing the situation of coexistence 
of various cultures in the same educational space. Therefore, it is essential to outline the key characteristics 
of intercultural education, addressing key elements that define it, that is, diversity, culture, citizenship and 
identity, to build an intercultural education based on the recognition of cultural diversity, is capable creating 
a culture of diversity, a benchmark for inclusive teaching about educational institutions that want to be 
inclusive and intercultural. 
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This study aims to encourage reflection on the benefits of the music classroom of high school, through 
the analysis of the movie «Drumline». To carry out this purpose, a theoretical framework about how to analyze 
films is built, showing different studies on the use of this tool in education and ending with research where 
that instrument is deployed in the music classroom. The analysis of the movie «Drumline» have been made 
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from a plot standpoint, and the categories established have been linked to different aspects of educational 
content to the curriculum of high school. These categories are presented with corresponding timelines, under 
the intention to be used by educators in the teaching-learning process. Thus, through categories different 
aspects of the curriculum are worked, from an interdisciplinary and cross curricular aspect. 

Key words: didactic application; music education; secondary education; teaching strategies; film analysis.
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The education has a basic paper in the development of the individuals and the societies, as not only 
transmissora of knowledge as half to reach an end, but as formadora of one human being that it answers to 
its yearnings of depth with direction. This study objective to investigate the notion of education, as teachings, 
but as not only also promotional of the human development in the Existencial Analysis de Viktor Frankl, in 
the vision of man who it transmits and to search to understand the relevance of the Existencial Analysis for the 
education. This work is based, a bibliographical publication revision and basic scientific texts. The Analysis 
Existencial de Frankl and its vision of man, who understands the human being as a antropológica unit, even 
so consider the different dimensions of ontológico type, are in offering an intellectual contribution that can 
better promote relations interpersonal, reumanização of the education and science in general. 
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Traditionally, education has been focused on answering two fundamental needs: socialize the new 
members of society and prepare them for the world of work, excluding the elderly, a situation that repro-



Analytic summary

19Foro de Educación, v. 11, n. 15, enero-diciembre 2013, pp. 13-19.
ISSN: 1698-7799 // ISSN (on-line): 1698-7802

duces a social disengagement and the idea that they don’t have the ability to pursue these activities. The 
concepts of «lifelong learning» exhibit an effort to democratize knowledge, defending the right to equal 
opportunities for social participation compared to other age groups. Several institutions have been pointing 
out for decades the need to promote equal access to throughout life, but in Chile elderly is still associated 
more with problems than opportunities, creating an educational policy unable to consider them as actors 
their own reality. 

Key words: lifelong education; citizenship; active and productive aging; social policies for elder 
people; Chile.
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